Brightley House

DOLTON




Brightley House sits atop a rise encircled by a meander of the River Torridge,
in the beautiful rolling countryside between Dartmoor and the north Devon
coast. Originally built in the early 1930s as an elegant fishing lodge in the
Arts & Crafts style, this impressive country house is set in approximately 2.6
acres of mature landscaped gardens and has been extensively renovated and

modernised in recent years.
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The unlisted Brightley House is a fine example of the Arts &
Crafts movement, favouring local materials and craftmanship,
simple, functional shapes and asymmetry. The original thatched
roof was sympathetically replaced by the current owners with a
gorgeous Delabole Slate covering which honours the pleasing
curved ‘eyebrows’ above the first floor windows present in the
original design.

Period detailing is also evident in the fireplaces, woodwork
including the bold lines of the balustrades, high ceilings and
generous room sizes, as well as in the positioning of the building
within the plot, to take best advantage of light and outlook.
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Entertaining Spaces

With approximately 5,000 square feet of living accommodation and
particularly generous and elegant reception spaces, Brightley House
perfectly lends itself to entertaining family and friends throughout
the seasons. In summer, the glazed walls of the light and bright open
plan kitchen/diner/living area can be thrown open to the gardens,
enabling gatherings to spill out on to the patio and into the beautifully
manicured mature gardens.




In cooler months, the underfloor heating in the kitchen/diner/living are
and in the sitting and dining rooms keep it cosy for family and guests.
The opulent sitting room is decorated in a delicate duck-egg blue and
offers a serene space to gather with guests. The room makes the
most of the lovely views over the gardens with several large windows
and a set of patio doors which open on to the terrace. The two halves
of the room are connected by an open archway with ample room for
both seating and potentially a study area or music room.
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The large snooker room is located above the double garage
and accessed via a light-flooded half landing - the wood
panelling and Trafalgar Square-inspired wallpaper in this
room create the perfect ambiance for a late night game

with friends on your full-sized table.




The snug is tucked away from the main spaces - great for
when you prefer to curl up with a book away from the hustle
and bustle, and the adjacent light-filled garden room would

make an ideal art studio or writing room.







Practical Places

On a practical front, the original
kitchen was converted to a large
utility room, making it easy to
manage the family’s laundry as well
as store muddy boots and coats.
Along the hallway there is a small
study from where the network and
security systems are coordinated,
as well as a spacious shower room.
The proximity of the shower room
would allow the snug to be used
as a ground-floor fifth bedroom if
desired.




Rest & Refresh

Upstairs, the impressive principal suite has a private
balcony to enjoy the gorgeous views over the grounds to
the front and to the river beyond, perhaps while savouring
the first coffee of the day. This spacious room is decorated
in sumptuous, oriental-themed wallpaper, and can easily
accommodate a 6 ft bed as well as large wardrobes or
dressers and has a dressing table nook with custom light
fixture. The adjoining en suite bathroom is finished in marble
tile and includes both a soaking bath as well as a frameless
oversized shower.




The second bedroom overlooks the rear gardens and is
decorated in soft pinks. This colour palette extends into the
large en suite bathroom which has a claw-foot freestanding

bath and spacious frameless shower, completing the calming
and luxurious feel of this suite.

Bedroom 3 can be found along the landing, again with a lovely

outlook over the front gardens towards the river. This serene

room is decorated in cool blues and offers ample storage via a
built-in wardrobe.

The final bedroom can be found at the end of the landing and
is a slightly smaller double - perfect for children or guests. This
triple aspect room is filled with light and is angled to overlook
the grounds at the side of the home, with generous storage
provided via a separate dressing room with custom wood
cabinetry. Bedrooms 3 and 4 share a family bathroom to the
rear of the first floor.







The gently sloping manicured lawns are divided into several distinct
areas by the shrub borders and a variety of ornamental trees, inviting
you to stroll and explore what might be around the next corner - also
perfect for a game of hide and seek! One treasure to be discovered

is the small stone garden building constructed as a memorial to a
gardener of years past, now a peaceful spot for reflection or perhaps a
setting for a tea party for the younger members of the family!

Bifold doors from the kitchen/diner open out on to paved terraces,
providing sheltered and sunny spots for outdoor dining or cocktails with
guests with views over the gardens towards the river, and overhung by
a lovely display of wisteria in the spring. The side patio also provides an
ideal site for a hot tub if desired, with electrical connections in place.
The ground to the front of the house slopes away from the edge of the
lawn in a carefully constructed rockery planted with a beautiful variety
of perennials which can be explored by the steps and pathways which
wind their way through and down. At the base of the slope is a wooded
path which follows the border of the grounds and offers lovely views
over the surrounding meadows.
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Landr& Fishing1

Available by separate negotiation is an additional approximately 16.9 acres of pasture, meadows and river frontage which wrap around the
house and grounds in an arc. The meadows offer approximately 0.7 miles of frontage on to the River Torridge, renowned as some of the best
fishing in the South West, with Salmon, Sea Trout and Brown Trout routinely being caught, and the rationale for siting Brightley House where
it exists today, when originally constructed as a fishing lodge. Fishing records dating back to 1923 come with the property!



In addition to the excellent fishing on the Torridge, the riveris a haven
for wildlife - kingfishers are regularly spotted, along with dippers and
sand martins, and otters can also be seen on this generally shallow

and clear stretch of water. The Halsdon Nature Reserve, part of Devon
Wildlife Trust, occupies a large swathe of land less than a mile to the east
and just downriver of the property. A trail is cutinto the meadow grass
around the perimeter of the land, offering the opportunity for peaceful
walks through the fields and along the banks of the beautiful riverin a
very private setting as no public rights of way run across the property, or
along the opposite river bank.




Out & About

The hilltop village of Dolton sits approximately 2 miles from the
property, and offers all the essential amenities as well as a bustling
community. The village has a general stores & post office, butcher’s
shop, two well-regarded pubs (you can get a great meal in the french
chef-owned Ram’s Head!) and an active village hall. Primary schooling
is available in the village, state secondary schooling is nearby in Great
Torrington, and the independent Shebbear College is about 15 minutes
away to the west.

The larger village of Winkleigh is about 10 minutes away, and the small
towns of Hatherleigh and Great Torrington provide a wider range of
amenities. Barnstaple is a 35 minute drive and offers high street and

retail park shopping and the historic pannier market is well worth a
browse. To the south, Okehampton has a fine range of supermarkets
including Waitrose, as well as a great array of independent shops.
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Brightley House

Approximate Gross Internal Area
5494 sq ft - 510 sqm
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Key Information

Home & Land Services Need to Know

e Distinctive Arts & Crafts Home e Mains water * Property Age: 1930s

e Over 5,000 sq ft of Accommodation e Mains electric e Tenure: Freehold

e Perfect for Entertaining Guests * Private drainage e Council taxband: G

e SpectacularKitchen/Dining Room * Qil-fired central heating e EPCrating: E(52)

e Extensive Elegant Reception Space * Double garage plus extensive driveway
e Manicured Grounds of 2.6 ac parking

e Land and River Torridge Fishing
Rights Available







